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Abstract

This paper studies the impact of a shock, the phylloxera crisis in 19th-century France,
on assimilation policies towards the native population of French Algeria. In particular,
assembling a novel dataset on French MPs and their parliamentary speeches, we find that
MPs coming from areas hit harder by the phylloxera, were more likely to: i) use keywords
related to the impact of phylloxera and wine production; ii) express greater interest and
support towards policies aimed at educating the native population. The latter pattern
becomes visible approximately ten years after the phylloxera crisis, consistent with the view
that organizing production requires time.
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1 Introduction

Throughout history, the occurrence of negative shocks (e.g., economic shocks, natural disas-
ters, wars, and pandemics) has represented a major challenge to societies, often having an
impact on policies and attitudes towards minorities and their assimilation. A large literature
in economics and political sciences has shown that these shocks may lead to scapegoating
behavior and discrimination against minorities (Becker and Pascali, 2019; Anderson et al.,
2020; Doerr et al., 2022; Anderson et al., 2017; Fouka, 2019; Jedwab et al., 2019; Abraham
et al., 2024). However, there is scant empirical evidence on: i) whether (and under which
conditions) negative shocks may have positive externalities and foster assimilation policies;
and ii) how this happens.

In this paper, we exploit an exemplary historical setting, i.e., the French phylloxera crisis
in late 19th-century France and its impact on educational policies towards Algerians. Phyl-
loxera is an insect from the aphid family that attacks grapevines, causing their decline and
death. Its spread in France from 1863 represented an extremely negative shock to the French
economy, which at the time was predominantly agricultural. In particular, wine production
made up a significant part of agricultural output and employment. To compensate for the
decline in domestic production and the resulting income losses, French families involved in
the wine industry emigrated to Algeria, then a French colony, where some recent technolog-
ical innovations had made wine production feasible in spite of the high temperatures. The
economic development of Algeria required the training of local labor capable of integrating
into the economic activities of French colonists. From 1890, educational policies aimed at
the native population became an important discussion topic in the French Parliament, with
the goal of promoting knowledge of French and the development of manual skills useful for
agricultural work.

To carry out the empirical analysis, we assembled a novel dataset from historical sources,
which includes information on all members of the French Parliament (MPs) and the texts
of the Parliamentary debates during the period of the Third Republic (1870-1942). In
particular, we first downloaded from official websites the biographical information of all
MPs elected. For each MP, we observe the date and place of birth, as well as the electoral
district, the election date, the term of office for each mandate (an MP may be in charge
for several mandates), and a one-page biographical note. We then matched biographies to
speakers in our dataset of Parliamentary speeches. This dataset provides details on the
speeches of each MP for a total of 1,463,560 speeches. Finally, we manually digitized the
data in Galet (1957) to recover measures of the phylloxera shock at the department level.

In order to measure MPs’ attitudes towards the native population of Algeria, we use two



distinct yet complementary approaches to text analysis: dictionary-based methods and topic
analysis. We find that MPs from departments affected by phylloxera use keywords related
to the impact of phylloxera and wine production more frequently following the phylloxera
shock (compared to other MPs). We also find that MPs from departments affected by
phylloxera express greater interest and support towards policies aimed at educating and
training the native population compared to unaffected department. This pattern becomes
visible approximately ten years after the phylloxera crisis, consistent with the view that
relocating families engaged in wine production to Algeria and organizing production in a
new environment are processes that require time.

This paper contributes to two strand of the literature. First, it relates to those works
analyzing the impact of a negative shock on minorities” assimilation. Gould and Klor (2016)
study the assimilation behavior of Muslim immigrants in the U.S. after the 9/11 attacks
caused a spike in anti-Muslim hate crimes. They find that in states with a higher incidence
of hate crimes Muslims decreased intermarriages, increased fertility, and reduced female
labor force participation and their proficiency in English. By contrast, Fouka (2019) in-
vestigates the effect of anti-Germanism in the United States during WorldWar I and show
that the German minority increased its assimilation by changing naming patterns towards
Americanization and by filing more petitions for naturalization. We provide novel empirical
evidence that a shock may positively affect the assimilation policies towards minorities when
the latter become complementary to the well-functioning of the economy. In the Algerian
case, policies of educational expansion were put into place to favor natives’ accumulation of
human capital.

Then, it contributes to the literature on the effects of phylloxera. Banerjee et al. (2010)
study its impact on adult height, health, and life expectancy of children born in phylloxera-
affected departments during the crisis. Bignon et al. (2017) investigate the effect of the
phylloxera shock on crime. This paper takes a novel angle and shows the impact of the agri-

cultural (and economic) shock on the educational policies towards the Algerian population.

2 Historical background

2.1 The phylloxera crisis and the wine industry in Algeria

The phylloxera insect, originating from America, was first detected in French vineyards near
the Rhine estuary in 1863, having been transported to Europe on commercial vessels. The
disease, whose origin was initially unknown, attacked the roots of vines, impairing their

ability to produce grapes and ultimately leading to the plants’ death. Subsequently, the



pest spread throughout France, inflicting substantial damage on both vineyards and the
broader wine production sector. It was first observed affecting the roots of vines in the Gard
department, in the South of France, in 1868, yet it was not officially identified as the cause
of the disease until 1875. During the 1870s, the insect reached the departments of Gard,
Hérault, and Vaucluse. By the late 1880s, phylloxera had invaded 37 of the 40 departments
where, according to Banerjee et al. (2010), wine constituted more than 15% of agricultural
production.

In the 19th century, the wine industry represented roughly one-sixth of the agricultural
production value in France and served as a vital source of livelihood for numerous families.
The diffusion of phylloxera destroyed one-third of the vineyards in the country, resulting in a
dramatic decline in wine production by approximately 70% from 1875 to 1889, as documented
by Meloni and Swinnen (2014). Bignon et al. (2017) further estimate that wine production
in wine-intensive departments decreased by almost 50% during the 1850-1905 time period.
However, the French demand for wine was not falling, so it was crucial to find new suppliers
to keep up with it (Isnard and Labadie, 1959).

Moving wine production to Algeria had two main advantages. First, it offered French
consumers an alternative good wine against the recent practice of altering French wine by
adding a cheaper one to the original to meet the demand, thus allowing to maintain quality
standards. Second, it prevented imports from Italy and Spain, France’s direct competitors.
As a result, settlers switched from wheat to wine: the area of European vineyards rose from
15,000 ha. in 1878 to 110,000 in 1890 (Ageron, 1991) and by 1914, vineyards accounted
for 44% of the European real property, whith wine representing one-third of the value of
Algerian exports (Ruedy, 2005).

2.2 Education policies in Algeria and the integration of the indi-

geneous people
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The replacement of wheat with wine increased dramatically the demand for labor as “a
hectare of vineyard require[d] eighty days’ work per year, eight times as much as wheat”
(Isnard and Labadie, 1959, p.73). This led the settlers to increasingly rely upon the mass
of rural natives, which had to quickly “learn the techniques of grape cultivation and wine-
making” (Isnard and Labadie, 1959, p.73). Hence, the need of very specific education policies
that could serve two main purposes: (i) acquire proficiency in the French language and
writing to enhance interactions and connections with the settlers, and (ii) teaching to the
natives skills they can use and pass on, especially those necessary for the agricultural work.

This was largely discussed in parliamentary debates of the time.



As an example, let us quote a speech by Antoine Rozet. Antoin Rozet was elected in the
department of Haute-Marne, a wine-growing department, in the North-East of the country,
affected by phylloxera. On December 11th, 1896, he delivered the following speech at the
Chambre des Deputées.

In his deposition before the Senate’s committee of eighteen in 1891, the dis-
tinguished rector of the Academy of Algiers [...], the honorable Mr. Jeanmaire,
made a deposition in which he said: “One essential thing is to find a way to make
French education useful to the natives; until now, we have placed ourselves too
much from the French point of view; we must succeed in interesting the native
in school by teaching him manual trades that he could teach in turn, such as
locksmithing, carpentry, masonry. We must even more tend towards agricultural
education by organizing agricultural schools attached to French schools, where
simple and practical instruction would be given. The initiative should be given
to the governor-general. [...] Agricultural work in the garden or in the demon-
stration field of the school will not truly be the apprenticeship of the cultivator’s
trade, but an application of the elementary theoretical notions that should be given
to students on the cultivation of cereals, vegetables, fruit trees, and vines. The
teacher will strive to give students a taste for gardeming, to spread among the
natives the vegetables they do not know and whose acclimatization and cultiva-
tion will contribute to improving their diet. If he could propagate in Kabylie, for
example, the planting of fruit trees from France, the use of potatoes and chest-
nuts, which thrive very well there, it would be a great service that he would have
rendered to the indigenous population. The chestnut wood, which would be used
for making casks increasingly necessary in Algeria due to the expansion of wine
production, would become a wealth in itself”. [...] Therefore, it is essential that
the natives learn French to strengthen various relationships with the settlers. In
my opinion, the limited education for the natives should consist mainly of teach-
g French and writing, with a bit of arithmetic, and also a lot of manual and

agricultural work.

Similarly, “Colons, who had always been critical of the attempt to create a special school
system for natives who did not want it, were quick, after 1870, to dismantle the Arab-French
system. They claimed that Muslims were now free to attend the French schools [...] They
insisted that whatever education was offered should be vocationally oriented, focus on the
needs of the agricultural labor market, and avoid academic subjects that might tend to

politicize the natives. While there were several versions of the native school curriculum



from the 1880s, all courses of study shared an emphasis on the practical rather than the

theoretical, and all were taught almost exclusively in French.” (Ruedy, 2005, p. 104-5)

3 Data

3.0.1 Historical and institutional background

The history of France from 1830 to 1870 is traditionally divided into three sub-periods: the
Monarchie de Juillet (July Monarchy, 1830-1848), the Seconde République (Second Republic,
1848-1852), and the Second Empire (Second Empire, 1852-1870).

Table 1: Legend
Historical Periods:

Monarchie de Juillet MJ
Seconde République SR
Second Empire SE
Troisieme République TE
Newspapers:

Le Moniteur Universel MU

Journal officiel de la République francaise JORF

3.1 1830-1870

The Monarchie de Juillet began on July 30, 1830, with the accession of Louis Philippe
of Orleans to the throne. The constitutional form was a constitutional monarchy. The
hereditary principle was replaced by the principle of popular sovereignty. The parliament
was bicameral, comprising the Chambre des Deputées and the Chambre des Pairs. The
Chambre des Deputées was elected through limited suffrage—restricted to men over 25 who
paid a minimum tax threshold. The king appointed the members of the Chambre des Pairs.

The Seconde République began on February 23, 1848, following the overthrow of Louis
Philippe during the wave of European revolutions that swept through France as well. The
constitutional form was a parliamentary republic. The parliament was composed of a single
chamber, the Assemblée Nationale, elected by direct universal suffrage by citizens over the
age of 21. Louis Bonaparte was elected President of the Republic.

In December 1851, Louis Bonaparte successfully carried out a coup d’état, leading to
the establishment of the Second Empire in January 1852 and the promulgation of a new

constitution. The constitutional form was still republican although with strong authoritarian
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traits, with powers concentrated in the figure of Louis Bonaparte, who was proclaimed
emperor in December 1852 under the name Napoleon III. The parliament was composed of
two chambers: the Corps legisaltif, elected by universal male suffrage, and the Sénat, which

included members from the clergy, the military, and other imperial appointees.

3.1.1 Data sources

Speeches Throughout this period, the stenographic transcripts of the parliamentary
debates are found in Le Moniteur Universel (MU), a newspaper founded during the French
Revolution with the aim of publishing the debates of the revolutionary National Assembly.
In 1834, the newspaper received the formal assignment of publishing the parliamentary
transcripts. During this period, it served as the official gazette of France, providing coverage
of the approved laws and other public acts. Starting from January 1st, 1869, Napoleon
IIT replaced it with the Journal officiel de I’Empire francais (later to become Journal
officiel de la République francaise, but the MU kept publishing the parliamentary transcripts
throughout 1869 and 1970. It then survived as an independent newspaper until 1901.

We downloaded all issues of the MU from 1830 to 1870, in JPEG format, from website

Retronews (retronews.fr), the press website of the French National Library (see Figure
77).

Biographies The websites of both the Assemblée Nationale and the Sénat provide, on
dedicated portals, information on the personal and political biographies of the parliamen-
tarians throughout this period. See websites www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/sycomore/
recherche for the Assemblée Nationale and www.senat .fr/senateurs-2nd-empire/senatl.

html for the senators of the Second Empire.

3.1.2 Speeches
3.1.2.1 OCR

Because the text files provided by Retronews were of insufficient quality to be used in the
analysis, we opted to download all pages in JPEG format and leverage Google Vision to
convert each newspaper issue into a single text file. The layout of the MU featured multiple
columns, and Optical Character Recognition (OCR) algorithms often struggle to accurately
read column breaks. To address this, we first used Detectron2, Facebook’s library for image
detection, to split each page into its respective columns. Then, we processed each column
separately through the OCR algorithm.

We can outline the key steps of the procedure as follows:



Figure 1: Le Moniteur universel, August 12, 1930, front page

“BE MONITEUR UNIVERSEL

JEUDI, 12 Aout 1530.

ARTIE OFFICIELLE.

ORDONNANCES DU ROL
LOUIS-PHILIPPE , Ror pes angm,

b A tous présens et a venir , salut

‘Avons ordonné et ordonnons ce qui suit £

M. Dupont (de I'Eure ), membre de la chambre
des dépuiés , est nommé garde-des-sceaux , miisire
secrétaire d’dtat au département de la justice.

Paris, le 11 8ot 1830.

LOUIS-PHILIPPE.
P

rle m‘

Sk iép
de Uiniérieur, “Cuizor.
LOUIS-PHILIPPE , Ror pes anqus,

A tous présens et a venir , salu

Avouns ordonné et ordonnons ce qm suit :

) M. le comte Gérard , lieutenant-général , membre
de fa chambre des dépulés, est nommé ministre
secrétaire-d'état au département de la guerre.

Puris, le 11 aodt 1830.
LOUIS-PHILIPPE.
Par le Roi ,
v Le garde-des-sceaux , minisire secrctaire=
d'état au département de la_justice,
DuroxT (de I'Eure.)

LOUIS-PHILIPPE , Ro1 nes Fraxcass
A tous présens et a venir, salut ;
Avons ordonné et ordonnonsice q

wit ¢
M. le due de Broglie, pair de France, est nommé
1 minidtre secrétaire-d'état au département de Pins-
truction puhllqnu et des cultes , et président du
conseil-d'é
Paris,

Iu 11 aoit 1850.
LOUIS-PHILIPPE.

Par le Roi :
de-de i

inistre secrétaire-d'état

M. le comte Sébastiani ,
u département de la marine ;
le duc de Broglie , ministre secrétaire-d'élat
au dnparlelnznl de Pinstruction” publique et des
cultes, présideat du conseil-d'état ;
le baron Louis , mlnlﬂm secrétaire-d’état au
département des finances
uizot , ministre u:n.lnlre-d'elu au dépar-
tement de I'intérieur ;
M. Jacques Lafie, membre de la chambre des
dépu
RI Casimir Perrier, membre de la chambre des
députés ;
Dopin alaé, membre de la chambre des
d.pum
le baron Bignon , membre de la chambre
de« dupule
aris , le onze aodt 1830,
LOLIS-PlllLll’PE.
Par le Roi
Le garde-des-sceauz , ministre secrétaire-
d'état au départemenmt de la justice ,
Duront (de I'Eure. )

LOUIS-PHILIPPE , Roi pes Fraxgass ,

A tous présens et @ venir, salut :

Sur la_démission donnée par M. le marquis de
la Tour-Maubourg, nous avons nemmé et nommous
gouverneur des Javalides M. le maréchsl comte
Jourdan.

Notre ministre secrétaire-d'état au département de
la guerre est chargé de 'exécution de la présente.

Paris , le 11 avit 1830.

LOLIS PHILIPPE.
Par le Roi,
Le ministre secréiaire-d'état as dépar-
tement de la guerre,
Ct GERAnD.

LOUIS-PHILIPPE, Ror pes Fuaxgars.
A lous présens et a venir, salut :
Surle rapport de notre commissaire p-o\isoire au

g :
dctat au département de la_justice
vront (de I'Eure).

) LOUIS-PHILIPPE , Roi s Frangais ,

A tous présens et a venir , salut ;

Avons ordoané et ordonnons ce qui suit :

M. Guizot , membre de la chambre des députés,
st nommé ministre sccrétaire - d'élal au départe-
ment de Vintérieur.

Paris , le 11 aoit 18%0.

LOUIS - PHILIPPE.

Par le Roi :

de Iinté
Nous avons nommé el nommons :

M. Barbaroux , sous-préfet de Limoux (Aade), en
remplaccment de M. d'Auberjon ;

M. Lochmeyer, sous-prefet de Saintes (Charente-
Tnférieuré), en remplacerent de M. de Gigord ;
M. Meunicr fils, sous-prefict. de Sancerro (Cher) ,

en remplacement de M. Mac-Nub;
M (...u,«, sous-préfet de Chiteaudun (Eare-et-
en remplacement de M. de Quatreburbe
M. Pn])ule , sous-préfet de Roanne ( Laire) , en rem.
placement de M. de Belleroche ;
M. P.«Imnm! de Saint-Aigoan , sous-ped éfet d'Ancenis
M

Le garde ministre
1 ddiat ‘au ddpartement do la justice,
Duroxt (de I'Eure).

TOUIS-PHILIPPE, Ror pes Fraxgais,

A tous présens et i venir, salut,

Avons ordonné et ordonnons ce qui suit :

M. le baron Louis, membre de la_chambre des
dépntés, est nommé ministre su:ruuu-e d'état au
département des finances,

Paris, le onze aoiit 1830.

LOUIS-PHILIPPE.
Par le Roi :
Le zarde-des-sceaux, ministre secrétaire-
d'état au département de la justice.
DuroxT (de I'Eure.)

LOUIS-PHILIPPE, Rot oes Faaxcars,
A tous présens et i venir, salut
Avans ordonné et ordoonons ce qui suit :

. le comte Molé, pair de France, est nommé

)y en pli de M. de

Q. chrinc 3

M. Husson (Joseph)
selle ), en remplacement de M. Teissie

M. de Villade, sous-préfot d’ e (Orne), en
remplucement de M. Desmontis ;

M. Desrieux , sous-préfer de Mortagne (Orne), en
remplacement de M. Du Dresn;

M. Gengoult, sous-préfet de Boulogne (Pas-de-
Calais), en remplacement de M. Lecordier 5

M. Pourrat, sous-préfet d'Ambert (Puy-de-Dome),

tde lhinn

ous-pré lle (Mo-

— 1l y a eu un diner de 8o couverts au Pae
lais-] nam; on y remarquait des généraux, le
pn..c. “de Talleyrand, des éléves des Ecoles, des
officiers de la garde nationale ot plusieurs des ci=
toyens les plus recommandables du commerce
de Paris.

— Le soir, la Reine, entourée de sa famille,
a recu dans ses salons. On a distiogué parmi les
assistans le maréchal Soult, avec lequel le Roi
s'est entretenu long-tem

— Lorsque les nonvelles do Paris sont parvenues
i Aix en Savoie, le Roi et la Reine de Sarduigne
sont repartis pour Turin.

n pense que Charles X s'embarquera dea
main & Cherbourg, el qu'il ira fiser sa résidence
2 Palerme.

— Quelques députés ont alfecté de ne point
parsitre anidarilinl & Inkchhliesi ikl s il=
sent & préter le serment au Roi Louis-Philippe

el & son gouvernement, c'est se depoulllur eux -

mémes de leor qualité ' c'est renoncer i leur man-
dat, et il est a croire que le Ministére prendra
une mesure qni les oblige & remplir ce devoir on
@ se démeltre de la dépulation. Dans le cas du
refus, il serait sans doule pourvu @ leur reme
placement.

M. Dupin alné, bitonier de I'Ordre des avocats,
admis & présenter uu Roi les hommoges de
IOrdre et s'est exprimé en ces lermes :
« SiRE,

» Nous venons offrir au Rai les respects et les
|Inv|nlmxesd un Ordre ou le duc d'Orléans a trouvé
des amis, des conseils ct des défenseurs. Je suis
beurcux ‘d'en dire ici I'organe. Sire, votro cause
est In notre ; e’est celle des lois. On les avait vio~
! Vous les avez rétablies. En les invoquant ,
uous employeroas tous nos offorts b les maiatenir,
Votre Maujesté ct son anguste famiile peuvent
compler sur notre inébranlable fidélité. »

S. M

« Messicurs, je vons remercic des varax que vous
» venez d’exprimer. Jo ne pourrais mieux faire
» pour rendre mes sentimens , que de redire tout
» ce vient de sorlir de la bouche de votre
» biionnier. Je m'applaudis des circonstauces qui
» font que vous I'avez on ce moment pour organe.
» \Icm re de mon conseil-privé depuis plusieurs
« , Assistant & toutes les délibérations de ce
» I, il a connu toutes mes affaircs tous mes
» sentimens ; il sait (et votre vénérable doyen
»
s
»

répondu :

M. Delucroix-Frainville, que jo vois avee grand
ph s cotés le sait aussi) a quel point je
ehéris la liberté ; quol respect jo professe pour
les lois, combien je suvis dévoué a la_patric!
Jo vous promets que dorénavant la justice sera
rendue avee fermeté, et surtout qu'il y aura sin-
cérité dans Papplication des lois.

» Ce sout les seuls moyens de rendre la con-

» fiance i la pation et de préveair le retour des maux

» auxquels je me filicite d'avoir participé a mettre

» un lerme. »

(L'heure avancée et I'étendue des séances des
deux chambres, nous forcent a remettre it demuin
Ia publication des adresses av Roi, de la députa-

en remplacement de M. Ma:u-siéres 1 ds
M. Baudet Lafarge fils, sous-préfet d'lssoire (Puy=
de-Dome) , en remplacement de M. de Peguey-
rolles
M. Molin (Louis ), sous-préfct de Riom , en rem-
M. Datour de Salvert;

tion de la § , des villes de Rouen
de Péronne, d’Amboise, d’Aurillac, du tribunal de
Slu\bomg, du consistoire des Isradliies de France,
ete.

Le colonel Hnnuull de la Chevallerie ayant aban-
donné le iment d'infavterie

©)s élet da
Commercy (Meuse), en ok do M. Pau-
lin Gillon, dont la démiss ;
che de Leffond , sous-prefet de Gray (Haute-
Sajne) , en rempiacement "de M. de Brusset ;

i

minisire secrétaire-d’élat au dép es af-
fuires étrangéres.
Puaris, le onze moit 1830.
LOUIS-PHILIPPE.
Par le Roi

Le garde-des-sceaux , ministre scrétaire-
d'¢tat au département de la justice,
Duront (de PEure.)

) LOUIS-PHILIPPE,, Roi pes Fraxcars,
A tous présent et i venir, salut;
I Avons ordonné et ordoanons ce qui suit :
\ M. lecomte Sibastiani , lieutenant-géniral , mem-
bre de la chambre des députés, est nommé mi-
wistre sccrétaire-d'état au d7partement de la marine.
I Paris, le onze aoit 183
i LOUIS-DHILIPPE.
Par le Roi,
Le garde-des-sceaux , ministre secrétaire-
d'état au département de la justice ,
vroxt (de IEare ).

Fraxcars.
A tous présens et i veair, salut.
ont nemmés membres de notre conseil des mi-

re:
M. Dupont (de I'Eare), garde - des - sceaux ,
ministre secrétaire - d’état au département de la
justice 3
M. le comte Gérard , licutenant:général , ministre
secrétaire-d'état au dépy n-mm de la goerre ;
. o ministre secrétaire-d’élat au
departement des affaires elmnscrk!,

M. Guill de Louhans ( Sadne-ct

Loire), en remplacement de M. de Pelet;
Bellon , sous-prélet de Pontoise (Scinc-et-Oise),
remplacement de M. de Boulancy ;

ndinet (Adolphe ), sous-préfet de St-Yrieix
(Haute-Vienne) , en remplacement de M. Gou-
divet ( Francois-Marcelin ).

Notre ire provisoire au de
Vintérieur est charga de l'eaccution de la présente
ordennance.

Paris , le 10 aoit 1830.

LOUIS-PHILIPPE.
l".ar le Rnl

Le

de 1'inu"rl¢ur y

u ey
Guizor.

PARTIE

INTERIEUR.

Paris , le 11 aout.

Aprés avoir travaillé_uno grande partie de la
journée avec son conseil, le Roi est allé se pro-
mener & pied et en hubit bourgeois dans les o
virons du Palais-Royal; mais bientot reconnu, il
o été entouré dwne fovle innombrable quiT'a
platdt rapports dans ses bras qu'accompagas jus-
qu'a son palais

— La Rein uce de ses enfans et de
Ia scsur .div-Roi 5. visité -V hospice Beavjom; b
porté des secours et des consolations aux braves

NON OFFICIELLE.

qui ont été blessés dans I'héroique lutte de Faris.

légire, en garnison i Wi I‘semlmmg , le licutenant=
colonel Fleary Bourckhlts, qui Va’ remplacd pro-
visoirement , vieat d'adresser au commissaire provi-
oire au département de la guerre la letire sui-
vant

« Wissembourg , le 6 aoit.

« J'i Ihonneur d'adresser a Votre Excellence
Papprobation franche et sincére donnée par MM. les
officicrs du 8¢ régiment d'infanterie légére & Loutes
les mesares prises par le Gouvernement provisoire,
en lui vouant et nos bras et nos caars pour le sou
tenir dans tont co entroprendra pour lo b
public et pour la défense du sol sacré de la patric,
si jamais I'étranger , jaloux de notre bonheur ,.osait
tenter de Penvahir.

rs ct soldals , qui ont tons ap-
pris avee une joio difficile i dépeindre les change-
rens survenus et Papprobation qu’y doonent lears
ers, ont voulu aussi se joindre @ eox pour
ourir i I'offre d’one somme de 8o francs que
le 8¢ régiment fuit & Votre Excellence poar :re dis-
trihuée anx_malheurcuses viclimes des 27 , 28 et 29
juillet. dernicr. »

Le directeur des ports chargé p

térim, de I'ad-

istration de la marine, a autorisé le préfet ma-
, @ Lorient et a Rochefort , u organiser

ritime & Brest

ers du génie maritime, pour concou-
rir au service militaire ds l'arsenal et, av besoin,
tien de l'ordre et de la tranquillité pu-

tration des contributions indire
nce du vea exprimé si noble-
ment pur les éléves de IEcole polytechnique en fa-
veur du pére de I'an de leurs corvarades , le jeune
Vaneau, qui a succombé dons la mémorable jouc~




1. annotate a sample of pages from each period
2. train an image detection model on the annotated sample of pages

3. use the model to predict and crop all other pages from each issue of Le Moniteur

Universel into individual columns
4. send each column to Google Vision for OCR
5. paste all columns for each issue into a single text file

We executed this procedure separately for the Monarchie de Juillet, the Seconde Republique,
and the Second Empire, to account for variations in the page structure across periods. For
step (1), we used Label Studio (labelstud.io) to manually delineate columns for thirty
randomly selected issues — ten issues for each of the three historical sub-periods. Because
the number of pages varies from issue to issue, we ended up with 76 pages for the Monarchie
de Juillet, 100 pages for the Seconde Republique, and 46 pages for the Second Empire.

For the Monarchie de Juillet, we annotated a single “column” category. Because during
this period the text tends to be reported without interruptions, columns always span the
page from top to bottom. For the Seconde Republique, we also annotated a single “column”
category. In this case, however, columns are allowed to have breaks in between, because
tables occasionally appear during this period, often horizontally spanning multiple columns.
At the same time, tables are too unfrequent for the algorithm to accurately detect them.
Finally, for the Second Empire we annotated three different categories: “column”, “table”,
and “dead zone”. In this period, since tables are more frequent, the algorithm does a good

job at detecting them.

3.1.2.2 Extracting debates

The OCR procedure delivers raw text files for each issue of the MU. As the MU contained
a variety of materials beyond those related to parliamentary activities, our primary task is
to extract the section of the MU containing the parliamentary debates.

During the MJ, there were two branches of Parliament: Chambre des Deputés and Cham-
bre des Pairs. During the SR, there was only one branch, the Assemblée Nationale. During
the SE, there were again two branches: Chambre des Deputés and Sénat. For each of branch-

period, we devise a procedure to locate and extract the debate.



Figure 2: Le Moniteur universel, August 12, 1930, page3. The headers for the debate sections
of the Chambre des Pairs and the Chambre des deputés

m
iral de Rosamel , avait le double but d'occuper,
le gré ou de force, Bove, d'y mettre garnison ,

m- DE LA MARINE.
ressée_au ministére de
ot lamlr-l baron Duperré.
Vaisseau Idlger, baie d'Alger
le 3t juillet 1830. 4
I'honneur, par mes lettres du 17 et do
s, de vous readre compte que I'expé-

us le commandement de M. le contre-

et dagir ensuite contre Tripoli. A la demande de
M. le comte de Bourmont , J'avais dirigé quelques
jours auparavant sur Bone , par la corvette £ Echo ,
commandée par M. Grach , e députation d’ha-
bitans notables d’Alger, porteurs d’une dépdche
du_général en chef pour les autorités locales , et
qui devait disposer les esprits @ la soumission. M. le
itaine de vaisseau Kerdrain , commandant
Bone en Iabsence do M. le capitaine de vaissean
Gullois, a fait débarquer la_députation sous la
ville , en adressant aux autorités locales une

vitation de reconnaiire |'autorité da 4 de faire
évacuer le fort par la garnison turque , d'y arborer
et saluer le pavillon de France. Celte démarche

a obtenu un succés complet

L'Echo a quitié Bone le26. La ville et les ports
doiveat étre occupés en ce moment par la garaison
francaise que M. l'amiral do Rowamel , parti le
24, y o sans doute déburqué depuis deux ou trois
jours.

CHAMBRE DES PAIRS.
Séance du mercredi 11 aoiit.
PRESIDEE PAR M. LE BARON PasQuizm.

La séance est cuverte o deux heares et demic.

- le secrétaire et archiviste donne lecture du pro-
cis-verbal de la séance d'hier.

La 1édaction de ce procés-verbal est adoptée sans
discussion.

M. le president. Quelyues-uns de M. les pairs,
absens @' la séance d'hier et présens anjourd’bui , de-

nandent & préter serment. Je vais lire la formule du
serment :

« Je jure d'ére fidéle au Roi, d'obéir i la Charte
» constitutionnelle et de me conduire en tout, comme
» il appartient i un bon et loyal pair de

Le marqguis d'Ar
chal Jourdan
Mouchy , prétent serment.

Ce dernier pair dit : Je
ajouter aux motifs si noblement m—wl..mn
M. e duc de Fuz-James , et je déclare m'y
tout de ca

zon . le prince de Poix , le maré
le comte Destutt de Tracy et te duc de

n'ai rien &

st
M. o président donne lecture & Ia chambre de plu-
sicurs letires qui Ini sont adress

M. le duc de Praslin éerit .,‘..‘ son_beau-fié
comie de Breteuil ext malade, ce qui Fempéche de se
présenter a la chambre,
Ml comte: Gisladet it Ueiribaselsoisn par Pétat
ficheux de sa santé
M. le duc . iumnnl éerit, de Bourbonne-les

s,
que sa sanié e lai permet pas encore de les quitter.
M. le baron de Larochefoucauld regretie que Pétat
douloureux de sa santé ue lui permette pas encore de
prendre part aux travaux de la chambre. Mais il déclare
se réunir de ceur et d'i ment prété
ses collegues , et adhére @ tous les actes importuns
que la chanibre a été appel aire.
11 est ait hommage & In chambre de deax méd
frappées a l'occasion de notre glovieuse n-'n
politique.
Ces médailles seront déposées aux archives de la
chambre.
M. le comte érando fuit hommnage &
de son ouvrage intitalé : nstitut de droit

la_chambre

889
Clest ce qui a fait insérer davs le réglement de la
chambre des Particle qui porte que la délibé-
ration de Padresse aura lieu en comité secret.
M. de Brézé. Je sy que Padresse soit modifiée
sl 5 le public aura dunc counaissance
uoe adresse qui ne sera pas ce
M. le président. 1 faut e ciog mtes do Wit
pour demander le comité secret.
de Broglie. Quant & ln e pu-
bliquement Fadresse » je dlrm qu'on peut la discuter
comme loule aulre proposition , parce qu'elle ne peut
douner licu & aucune parole i mmnvrname. Fai depuis
long tems la counsissance des discussions de cette cham
bre, et je ue crois pas que le motif sur lequel on se
fonde pour réclamer le comité secret soit dg’ciul’. Les
modifications et le texte de Iadresse serout également
Sambii
B

Je wai pas voula dire qu rait in-
cousensnce dans Ia discossion i dans 1es ity moals que
cela pourrait arriver dans les termes.

M. de Broglie. Cest bien ainsi que je Pai entendu,,
et je ne vois nul inconvénient d discuter publiquement.

M. le présideni. Ciugmembres dema e s contli
secret ?

De toutes parts. Non.

M. le comte Belliard. Si quatre membres demandent
la réunion en comité secret , je me réumirai a e

M. le président. Quand j'ai demandé si cing
réclama e comilé secret , je me suis réufermé dans
Pusage. Si on le réclame , In chambre va susitt eotrer
en comilé secret. Mais comme il serait possible que peu-
dant le cours du debat , éclairés par la discussion, que
ques-uns de MM. les p dssent pas i réclamer
le comite secret, je dois renouveler la demande.

De toutes parts. Lisez Pudresse.

« Sire,

» Vos fidéles sujets les pairs de France, encore pé-
nétrés des grands évenemeus qui vienneut de sace.
plir, se présenteat devant V. M. pour la remercicr de
son dévouement  la France. Une voix unanime pro-
clame_que voire avénement au_trdne pouvait seul as-
snrer le bonheur public; ces libertés si hérviquement
défe est sous votre régne seulement que nous en
pourrons jouir en paix. Eire indispensuble a un grand
peuple . qui reconnait librement et avec culme cetie né-
cessité , quel ire royal fat jamais plus noble ot plus
vrai? La providence eut-elle jumais un langage plus ma-

membres

lues

» Ce contrat que vous avez passé avee la France , ce
serment p et par Fhonueur, sont
sagemens dignes @ la fois el du priuce qui les
prend vt de

» Nos sermens aussi w'ont pas é1é dictés par
thousiusme imprévoyant ou un sentiim,
vous jurons fidélité, avee la couviction profonde que
nous remplissous un devoir sacré envers la patrie.
» Muintenant qu'il est accompli cet acte solenel , L
France va rentrer dans le cours régulier de Fexistence
le. Cest pour difendre ses lois quielle s'ost armde ,
Cest afin de wavoir plus recours a la force pour Ios
aintenir, quelle a posé de nouvelles garunties. La paix
an de rs , Pardre public, le libre déve-
aliés el des industries , el a été le but

Ses efforts , tel doit dire le prix de sa victoire.
chambre des p
o qui vout wndliore

oncé par la_raisor

I natic

n en-
nt aveugle. Nous

st el hu‘n du pays.
pensée . ce sera le principe
ve le Rui et les chanibres.

has une autre

Aprés cette lec
leurs bureavs.
Tie dew heare 'écouls et 4 séance est reprises

are , MM. les puirs se rendeut dans

M. /«,., ident doune alors une scconde lecture de
Padresse ; et « nccessivement sur chacuu des
quatre premicrs. paragraphes qui sont adopté

aphes ‘wout dunué lieu b aucune observa-

s ps !
tion dans Jos huresux. Le 5+ ctdernicr seulement a para

(La chambre ordonne le dépdt & sa hibliotheque ).
M. le président. MM. les pairs ont été convoques
pour_entendre le rapport de I+ commission chargée de
la rédaction de l'adrvesse au
parole st donnée & M.

le baron de Barante,

B Bt o e i

M. le président. Yentends r|umlxuu-uns de MM. les

rs dire que l.. o cat quion délibére en comité
es de_discussions.

Tel est Tusage , telle est la regle a

Lo chambre des députés

M. de Berenger. Un article du ré
bre des députes preserit, il est vr
sions de Padresse doivent

ement dela cham-
, que les discas-
oir liew en’ comité secret.
jusaes ce jour

ce

T ,umm.m Dans I'état ordinaire des choses
en comilé seeret, comme toutes
50 irsanbcbeiies qui avaient lieu davs cette cham-
bre. 1l w'était donc pas besoin qu'un article du régle-
ment le p e n'ai donc pus pu, aujourd'hui
quil est admis que nos séauces scront publiques, me
. O e répéte, toutes mos
s publiques par I déclaration de
la chambre des Alé[mln, délibération & laquelle cette
chambre a adhéré, et aucun article du réglement ne
presrivant et fayant pu presrire le sceret pour les
rapports et discussions d'adresscs, jai éé forcé de me
reufermer dans le droit commun, d'ouvrir cette séance
et de_la rendre publique.
Maintenant notre rﬂghzmﬂll contient un article d'l.
1 membres peuvent demander le
{ membres le demandent... .
Un pair. Notee réglement ne pronouce pas ainsi.
Hu pair. Le renvor duns les be ux.

M. lz président. Le renvoi dams les bureaux est
postérieur i la lecture de adresse. 1l w'y 2 maintenant
qu'une seule question, celle de savoir si Padresse sera
lue en séauce publique.

"’llSlFll"X woix. Cela ne se peut.
le maréMnI Jourdan. Ti me umhlc qu'il y au-
r«.« inconvenance a ce que les jouroaux pisseut pu-
Dlisr/Padcessy/apanscrus 0o R0t o Mo it e

u
M. 1:- mm'qrus de Montalembert. Au nombre des de-
5 que nous avons & remplir pour le bonheur de la
Ptince: il e onlgks de=sius iiuhiin FRiaN T
ner duns cotte enceinte de grandes et saluiaires
ans les momens de crise, il y a pour tous les
citoyeus , comme pour les soldats , uné breche que Fon
ne doit pas abandouner; cetle briche , pour nous, c'est
1

voi

o1 es il fat donc sy préscuter et y défendre avee
forc. es conservateurs , et surtout dans un
momest u.. Ve chalatiom]déalohdpronsfendih Shaciitiiite

cau Irxpmu-nrc, il fat done, Wessicurs, dé-
fendre 10, principes conservateurs , et parmi ces prin-
e en counais pas de plus isoornidnsprclin
cest que dans le p e monarchique et hérédi-
ot 1o soulement) a6 trodive le‘dalr'de:ie Frasoe;
chors de ce principe, il n'y a que trouble ,
usion , anarchie et despotisme.
Noublions pas , Messicurs rincipe monarchi-
que est le lien qui unit le faiscean de la grande
mille 0urn|uu|ne‘ et que si jamais nous ven
br st Irouyarioas et dehics da ot g
surcpdess: Alicn a6 cabisatsiimemik il
o Pt o lotr sichiil’y chatabaaieas
daus nos affaires; alors ils chercheraient

semer la
discorde parmi nous , ¢t i nous jeter de nouveau
peuteitre , daus les farears do 63 (mowvement marqué

@improbation) .
(Murmure prolongé.
ta Providence: ¢ qui protége ls France nous o préservis

suites d'un violent. Un
ok /o f-qa 18 esd vl veeu

travers un ocean de larmes de sung.

prince sest

national. Ce ince » v libertés dans son covur ;i les
aime , il les chéri soura les maintenir. Jo sais
s qu'l saura. mainteni le princife manarehique.

Mais ccpendant , Me , je Tavoue , jaimerais i
voir quikque chose dans aotbe adevise qui exprimit ce

done , je propose & la chambee , comme un
amendement qui ne change en aucvne maniére la te-

neur ni la tendance d: Fadresse. Il consiste
res

rehi
Noublions pas , Messiew a monarchie est la
hase de notre Gouvernement , el que les mots monar-

chique et constitutionnel duivent se trouver dans la
premiére adresse & notre Roi, & qui nous venons de

p!hnr le serment de fidélité. hd.——hM—e
dement soit mis aux voix.
M. de Barante demande la- parole.
M. le président. L'amendement est-il appuyé ?
Un pair. M. de Barante a demandé la-parole.
Barante. Je ne la prendrais que dans la cas ol
l'nmendcmnl serait a)

¥
"De toutes parts. Avt voix Padresse
M. |e pmnim doue lecture du 5¢ paragrapbe, tel
quil est ameudé. 1l est congu en ces termes :
i o eﬂom plm dune fois hewreux pour le bien
» public Wt trop souvent hornés & empécher ou
At it Aujourd hui une plus belle car-
» riére est ouverte devant elle. V. M. n'a pas une autre
» pensée que le bonheur de la Franoe, ce sera le
» principe d'une inaliérable union eutre le roi et les
« chambres. »
M. le comte de Montalivet. Messmul’s la
' e Vadresse et Ia

a prise la chambre s peirs au_ mouvement
ne soit

raot les dernieres aundes,
combative par sucun de mes e

le besoin de Pappuyer et de
cet dgard. Mon. témaignage sera d'autant mains suspert
que mon dge ne me permet pas encore de participer
par mon_vole sux travaux de la chambre, et
st que je partage du plus profond de mon amo les
opinions qui oat riamphé dans Ia deruicre révolat

La promiére rédaction de Fadresse partait qué la
chambre des Siven
e mal. Il semblerait daprés cela qu‘“c wa j
pris Vinitiative pour fuire: le hien . ct
Justice que de le laisse
diteur assidu de vos
aus, jaileste que 'y
ment repousser les m
proclumer les vérités
enfin de triompher.
donvrir le Moniteur.

Quand elle Tuttait en 1815 contre la chambre introu-
vable , quand elle amendait la loi du sacrilége , I
chambre des pairs al le mal 5 quand elle
la loi des rentes qui menagait les fortunes , la loi d'i-
nesse qui de ouble_dans les familles ,

ot e larprossotuyuiiberuladitila plus vitale do
nos libertés , cetie loi de M. de Peyronnet qui est venue
expirer daus Penceinte du Luxenbour chambre
des pairs empéch,

Mais quand elle posait les hw‘ dun Code militaire
ibéral , quand elle repoussait les jisuites devant un
Mjitilbooaontid el e ves o as T
0 1y, el o) s AR Gt ot e pil-
ladium’ de nos libes d

ai va plus
uvaises doctrines,
ustitutionnelles qui viennent
Pour s'en coavainere, il suffit

s la

Jet d'oit ont découlé comme d'unc
saurce féconde nos garanties électorales s que faisait fa
chambre des pairs ? Eile prenait Linitiative pour i
conquéte 5 elle wempéchait ni wWatiénuit le mal , elle
faisait_le bien , el jose le dire, cette chambre qui
par suite de I'élimination de plus de go de ses m
de des entraves qu'on avait voula
lui imposer , ouvrait dés-lors Ia porte du palais de la
chambre dcs dépuiés & ces dignes representans de ln
nation qui vie dlasscoir enfin la hiberié sur des
inéhranl
e de toutes
par votre
el ot o Lookaabre
de ee discours.
mendement de ln commission est adopté.

M. le président anuouce qu'on va procéder & Iap-
pel nominal.
Berbé-Marbois. On ne le demande pus.

3. le président. On Va véclan

A Seror: QeI iuimaiass a]\pnrlr‘rl les urnes.

M. le président. Le véglement veut quon vote pour
Padresse comme pour tous les projets de lois @ cepen-
dunt il est arvivé quelquefois que Ia chambre it fait
courir | quand I'adoption ne semblait pas de-
enterde bl

L chambre consultée décide quon fera courir les
urn

Péciiun o Vessha e présenter les urnes
pour que chacun de MM. les pairs 3 dépose san vote,

. le_président tire au sort le nom 'de MM. les pairs
qui doivent fuire partie de la grunde députation char-
gée de porter Padresse au R

Le dépouillement

mes. ﬂ»rcn Ja nouvelle rédaction

ordonne

sur le vote de I'a-
dent proclame le ré-

du  scrutir
M.

Nombre de votans,
Oui... %

Billet blanc.
La _chambre a adopié,
AL les noms des

imembres dont se compose la
graude députation.

tpmarquiside Grllon 318 coistesde Germiiys lebiion
Séguier, le marquis de le comte de Sparre , le
comte Dejean, e comte de Bustard , le due do Mo
morency , le buron de Baravte, le marquis de Louvois
e marepasdoGastellaie, I¢ comte’ Dupay, s sangass
d'Aligre, le comte Bérenger , le comte Siméon , le comte
de Montesquion, le duc de Cadore, le duc de Montebello,
le comte Klein | le baron Portal.

T pair: Ml presideni &
le présentée ?

M. le président. Je prendrai les ordres du Roi.

M. de Sémonville. Dans quel costume MM. les mem-
bres de la députation serout-ils adumis ?

M. le président. Jc prendrai également b co sujt ls
ordres du Roi , el je les ferai connaitre.

L sdurow;eot lovseid quatie hEvFSs:

N. B. Cest par erreur quau Moniteur du 10 nous
avons énoncé comme absent M. le marquis de Morte-
mart , Pun des secrétaires de la chambre. Le noble pair
w prété sermeut.

quelle heure I'ad

sse

gran

CHAMBRE DES DEPUTES.

FICE-PRESIDENCE DE M. LAFFITTE.

Sdance du mercredi 1y aoiit.
La séance est ouverle b une heure wn quart
e Gouves Denuneques , rapporteur ki fe b
rean r.i: pronoucer I'nduiission de M. Aleocques (Loire)
pr(cédmnmull
le vice-président. Plusicurs adresses sont ar-

B pour upprouver ou plaidt pour

are visible on the page




3.1.2.2.1 Monarchie de Juillet

Beginning of the debate The parliamentary debates of each branch are located under
the headers “CHAMBRE DES DEPUTES” and “CHAMBRE DES PAIRS” (see Figure 2).
Consequently, we build a regex pattern to identify this string in the text.

End of the debate All parliamentary sessions end with the phrase “the sitting is
adjourned”, “la séance est levée” in French. Therefore, we use regex variations of this string

to capture the end of the debate.

3.1.2.2.2 Seconde République

Beginning of the debate The parliamentary debates are located under the header
“ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE” (see Figure 3). Consequently, we build a regex pattern to
identify this string in the text. Our search may return multiple matches, or a unique yet
incorrect match. To make sure that we only retain the correct match, we implement an
additional check. We observe that in the opening lines of the debate section: (i) an uppercase
header announces the name of the president chairing the session; (ii) the date of the session
is reported; (iii) a short summary section precedes the actual transcript. Therefore, we
only retain the match when regex variations of “PRESIDENCE”, “Séance du [date]” , and
“SOMMAIRE” are found in the subsequent five lines. In case these checks still leave us with

multiple potential matches, we grab the first one.

End of the debate All parliamentary sessions end with the phrase “the sitting is
adjourned”, “la séance est levée” in French. Therefore, we use regex variations of this string
to capture the end of the debate.

3.1.2.2.3 Second Empire, after 1861

Beginning of the debate The parliamentary debates are located under the headers
“CORPS LEGISLATIF” and “SENAT” (see Figure 4 for the Corps législatif. Consequently,
we build branch-specific regex patterns to identify these strings in the text. We first use a
“strict” pattern that only allows for minimal variations. If no result is found, we then use a
more flexible pattern. This strategy helps minimize errors, especially for the Senate pattern,
which is very short. Our search may return multiple matches, or a unique yet incorrect
match. To make sure that we only retain the correct match, we implement three additional
checks. First, we observe that in the opening lines of the debate section: (i) an uppercase

header announces the name of the president chairing the session; (ii) the date of the session
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Figure 3: Le Moniteur universel, May 5, 1848, page 2. The headers for the debate section

of the Assemblée nationale is visible on the page

946
( heures et demie et la
soient variés pour chaque meétal.
Lons point, |uns ceux qui ont eu le bon- Les couronues ou cncadrements
lennité, qui restera comme un des | outre, affe
,.c,,u,qum,“,& de nos fastes, auront | des branches, des différcnces pour les trots m
nir impérissable
e, une coullance pleine el enty
otre jeune Réublique et dans les hautes
rvées i la patric,

du revers devront,

coins pour les m
es coins destinés & frapper des médailles, e

ci, devant présenter un grand rel

te que par plus

ne
es coups de b

Jippigue. formco su. minigitrs de 1 riculture et du |

ament Ios tra-

|
inte que plusicars meabres de la commis- |
ve, me puissent en suivie exac |

1 est également indispensable que les bordures ou listels

dans Ta forme ou les dirposiions des Teutlle et

Les elacutreats ub pordrant pas- e vae que Ia gravers des

1andis que s piéees de. mouhaie e Fecoment quun seul

doit.leur faire observer encore que les pitces de

Teur est recommands e disposerles mlrics de maniére

reuforcer les bords des pidces par un lisiel et un grenelis,
st de préterves ompreipte o Faiération qui sroec  promp-
tement, lorsque les bords de a piéce n'oflcent qu'une sailli
tranchinte.
Lrsa(ylnnu aux prix feront parvenir leurs poincon

s, coins, eic., sous cachel , & la commission des mon-
s, & Parts, dons o dalatfie par le programme du con-
cours.

I leur sera donné un récépissé portant la date du dépot et
le numero denregistrement

expiration du terme assigné au concours, Ia eommis-

Kjon des monwaies informera les concurrents du’ jour v s

e basegab. | mo ment complecs e piles, doivent | devront s'assembler pour designer les sept memhrw du jury,
k.20 raison du maodal alio i il 1 des (rotiements qui en auraient bienidt oflics | dont e choix Iunrul  deféré aus termes de Farl 4 du décrel
us, M. le ministre de l'agricullure a fait quelques mpreinte, i elles iels aussi saillants | (i iusi que du jo & pour le jugement d:ﬁ épreuves.

nalions nouyelie: | que ceux des médailles. Dans les moonaies, ces reliefs de- ommission s moutaler;

Par arvélés en date du 29 avril, ont é1é appelés & par-
ticiper aux délibérations de la commissio
oulay (de la Meurthe), Alex. de Girardin, Bour-

vront e

|
abaissés au point quune régle puisse'se reposer sur |
- |

Le président,

det, de hcr;.url.ny el de la Frestioye. e
son c0ié, par letre du 2 mai , M. le mivistre de la |
guerre a fait connaltre quil avail. désigué comme uicm- |
bres de celle commission :
M. les généraux Subervie, Bougencl ct Randon, et |
M. le colonel de Pointe de Gévigny
question chevaline, considerce sous ses divers poius |
de vue, va donc un examen appronfondi |
et aboulir  une solution fort désirable.

M. Edouard Charton, éiu représentant du peuple par le
département de I'Yonne, a donné, aussitél apres 1 vérifcs-
tion des pouvoirs, sa demission des fonctions de_ sccrelaire
Séaénal de Vinsiruction publique et des calies. Vol In ré-
ponse que le minisire lui a ad;

« hlon cher aml, vous cbéises anx sorupuleslesplus ho-
norables en refusant de cumuler les foneti
géuéral du ministére de Iinstruction pnhhqut el = :nllu
avec celles de représentant du peuple. Mais je ne pui
pécher de regretter celie résoluti me prive d'u
cieux col rateur. Je ne e
quiavec l'assurance qu'cn quittant

SITUATION DE LA

AcTre.

| Argent monnayé et lingos.
Numeraire dans les

67 c. provenant e

comptoirs
Portefeutlle des | comptoirs, el

i
Avasces sur.olog pablice fraogai
DO par les comptoirs, pour leurs billels en
erreulation .

| Hotel et mobilier de la bmq(n
| Intéret dens e comploir d'Alge
le comptoir nati

os fonctions officielles, |

BANQUE DE FRANCE,

Le jeadi & mai 1318, au soir.

ranm

67,960,000

10,000,000 »

4 Ol)ll 000w

Bilels au poricar en circuiation ‘i .
Id. des comptoirs, 5
rr e 3)
Compte couraut du iréor, eréiieur. 5
uples courants divers 1

C

Recépissés payables a

Iidescomple du deraier semesve

Div -,

Escomples, et
compé

Compioir FAlger, m.m non encore em-
ployée en hons du trésor

Tramsuu m.mpnmrs i ]a)rr

3,386,389

Diver:
vous ne m'en conlinuerez pas moins volre concours morai |
aussi longlemps que. e i-méme je demeurerai chargé d'une | * “"‘“"“" oo “"":"‘"‘"" e
tiche & laqueile javais éié heurcux de vous assoeier. [ aeleiten o taanl et s
imup ik pot, Bel . et | Dépenses d illunmslu(lon
Par décision du Gouvernement. provisaire, ont 46 | Divers
ol L ¥ | Avance @ TEiat sur bons d
Lenunsnu Duprey, un des rédacteurs du Moni- j République
teur unicersel, ux fonclions de secrétaire général de Ia | r
questure; | pie .
MM. Pourchel, | Cerlifié :
Charles Rouvenal, | Le gouverneur de la Bangue de rn.,.,,,
Maurel-Dupey: . D'Ancour.
aux fonctions de i d: de I'Assembiée |
i | FAITS BEVEKRS. — PARIS. — Aw deux crrovey erisrnunt. La e estau citoyen
| ouvriers couvreurs, les nommés Guerilé et Picard, éinient en Il-lpnul\ le 1" Ex

Parmi tous les bruils plas ou moins malveillanis ou ri- |
dicules qui ont é1¢é répandus sur le Luxewbourg, il en est un
qui s'allaque parliculibrement au citeen Albeit. On a dit
que le m»)eu Albert n'était pas un odvrier ; que ¢'élait un
industriel enrichi; micux que cela encore, un million- |
naire ! Rien est” plus absrdo e plus. fx. L pus e
ﬁg‘::l"';’;;:,fzf,"" :l‘“‘,:,':q‘:f,b"t“c:":':\':,f"‘:c“‘:i's; | Guéridé est fombi sur le pasé, ot il s fracasé I e
Y bt 4 4 T AL
marteau. EL pour que personne n'en ignore el ne vienne Ierre. g e ’m_m
b ol Yeih e iori la chute de maniere & ce qu'il ena é¢ quitte pour
I tusior
< Albert (Alexandre-Martin), né 3 Bary (Oise), en "";é;,':‘;"r::;'F"‘"r“ s e A d Pk

1815, d'am plre callivaleur, a comiencé son apprenis- A e e e e
sage chez un de o “M“’"ﬂ"l‘ ”l‘;"""’ Ribiou, mecanicien, | 1467 14 Detins. uemr'm.n' Spata awie it Arepeks
rue Basses-des-Ursins, n* epuis, il @ parcouru suc- , 42
cessivement psteurs s, pari s ok cier | S U, oo dcous chaeure. U b 3
celu duciayen Pégueur, miécanicien rés o warclé Po- : -
pincourt, el celui da ¢ argox, rue Méuimontani, | | — L'atbre de a Liberté-a été planté le 25 awril 3 Estia-
221 Enfin laveilleméme duj jour qui vit triompher la k" | 1654, €t béni par le desscrvant de Ta commune. Un banguet
pablque, I ciloyen Albrt ravailal, comime técauicion, | PSS 3 €nuite en i, pendant hrquel Pinstitateur,
dans la fabrique de boulons du citoyen Baplerosse, rue de | AR S
la Muetle, n® 16, odt se trouvent encore avjourd hui sa -— Un III dans le Courrier de Marseille : Le citoyen D. Ol-
bl ghicaniinthidae teassil ivier est parti hicr, # trois heures, pour se rendre & Paris,

Ces explications sinples el piéciscs doivent mettre fin | AU moment de monter en voiuwre, il a réuni autour de. lui
i des insinuations que ke ciloyen Albertavait dedaiguées | ¢ Pose Shommeur de la b pratrs
jusqu'ici , mais donl il_ne Jui convient pas d encourager,
par son silence, la persistance maligne ¢ impudente.

Le nombre des demundes pou Temploi de gardiens e
Paria riple du nombre de places & creer, et
n i. ete designee pour examen des can-
didoteaiomed & fomeionmer.
Il ne pourrait done étre donné aucune suite aux nouvelles
ions qui seraient adressies au préfet de police pour ad-
mission daus ce corps.

Pendant le défilé du corlége, une dame; voyant le res-

le président du Gouvernement provisoi 56 aux

o citn o i, oirc son ombrele

& déposée ce soir an secrétariat du Gouverne-

ment, llb«:ldullh it cette damc est priée de la faire
réclam:

trai lie poser un chaineau au dessus de la porte du passage

, donnant sur Ia rae de Lorillon, pour la descente
des ews pluviales; ces sur un chevron qui
existait 13 depuis plus de e oul & coup les
ferrements qui mainienaient le chevron contre le gt se st
a flechi sous le poids des deux ousiers qui ot

se rendant les lllterprell.‘!
s sentiments de la ale ol enti rie le
citoyen D. Ollivier de porter au Gou l‘alsunme du
concours dévoud que I garde nationsle de Marseile 1o pré-
tera toujours pour maintenir Fordre el la tranquillité, si ne.
cessaires a la consolidation de notre jeune légubligue. On
s'est separe aus cris de Fioe la keépubiigue

PUBLICATIONS. — Les plus sros livres me sont
pas les meilleurs; voici un opuscule T jui en dit plus
que bion des volumes : c'est la notice ln"lonque des Assemblées
Iégisiatives de la anu-, par Juies. ,27ou6 8 o cour
royale. ponrru eviter de loﬂg aux.
de la nouvelle mnlllllllmn. Cet
libraire , l'xl.nA-‘(»lwlul, et chez
Legros, rue de Uourgugne, ue 3, prés'la Chambre des représen-
tants. Prix : 50 centim

ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE.
Séance du jeuds 4 mai.
PRESIDENCE DU CITOVEN AUDRY DE PUYRAVEAU,

Le butdu écrel du G
provioireen date du 3 mai 151 (o e ammm e
plus haut degré de p us e de Part et do
Tembléme de la lupbhqu- Tangaise, et dans o plas coury
délai possible, les poircons, nulm:u, coins, ele. :

De la téte el du revers de e 20 fr. en or;

De I t6ie e du reversde I pidce de 3 . en apgents

De la the et du evers o I pidee de 10cen. . ou cuivre.

Le diamétre et ‘ces pidees seroni e
Pl piede e, dhamitre + 31 millimétres; pod e e s n--f‘.a.ﬁni';'?:'-.#."n:'&‘..

g.,..:. ﬂb de 5 fr., diamétre : 37 millimétres; poids :
%Poirhpan‘clﬂﬂ iaméire : 30 millimétres; poids :

gramnes
[—— présenteront s types ,
remves tigoadon eigha par o dioreida § ek M(J-Pi-),

i :
"'l;:-mdlnhﬁhe.l‘dlh. de la République avec la
francaise;
"Sur le revers seront gravées d'une maniére apparente, au

A une heare el un quart une salve d'artillerie annonce I'ar-
des membres du Gouvernement provisoire dans le pa.
de I"Assemblée nationale.
Le citoyen Audry de Poyraveau, doyen d'ige, monte au
fauteuil de la présidence.
Les six plus jeunes membres e I'Assembl

s ciloyens

milieu d drement formé de feuilles de chéne et d'0li- | Fresncau, Lagrevol, Avond, Astoin, Bemostia o Snme-
vier, u".i‘.‘...;"z;. piéce et P'année de ! abrication Beure prennent place au bureau en qualité de sceréta
o sera réservé pour placer le différent | provisoires.

o espace

recicur re de n mnnn ) o mn el demie les citoyens membres du Gourere-
Py vl el les citoyens ministras provisoires
etule dame a salses deliérsions. 1ssont sceuells por
s cris unanimes de Vice

La jon imposée pat ragraphe
1=t déeretda 3 mal ma(mz) s o Figoe

e et one ien entendu_que 1o (ype ravé aur Ia pidee Repub
dorde 20 fr., |a piécc g e b e mlmneme-un.nu-ulumaulmm du départe-
10 centimies en cuivie, devra présenter, quoique seniblible, | e 1y Seine, qui arcompagnent les membres du Gouver.

" | nos institutions nouvelles sur les larges bases de

sident du Go -munem provisoire,
CATOTEN BUONT (B un

Sitoyens. repré-
visoire de Ia Repu-
r devant la naton, el rendre un hom-
magé éclatant au pouvoir supréme dont vous éles investis
Elus du peuple ! soyez les bienvenus dans Ia granile capi-
tale, i vour présence fsit naiiee un sealimen. de bonheur
U despérance ui e sera pas e
I)cpusllilrc! de la wmenlllele nali

nale, vous sl fonder
ocra-
Lie, et donner & la France la seule constitution qlll yulm Ioi
couvenir, une consiitution républicaine. (Acclamations
mes et prolongees. Vice la Republique.)
Mais, aprés avoir proclamé Is grande loi politique q
consttuer définitivement le pays, comme nous, ciloyen:
préscntants, vous vous oceupercz de régler I'action posible
et ellicace du Gouvernement dans les rapports que I néecs.
sité du travail éablit entre tous les citoyens, et qui dojven
avoir pour bases les saintes lois de la. jusiice et de Ia frater.
pité, (Applaudisscments et nouvcaux cris de Five la répu-
1 bligue /)

7 i pour le Gouvernement provi-
it de déporer enire vos mains e pousoi ilmite dont 1
révolution Favail investi. Vous savez si, pour nous, cett
tature a éié autre chose qu'une puissance morale,

| des circonstauces difficiles que mous avous trav

Fidéles & notre origine ¢t nos convitions personnelles,
rons pas hésilé & proclamer 12 Republique maissante

de Forier (L ern de Vi 1 Republique ! vive le Gouver-
nement procisvire! el les xpplmnnmnmu éclatent sur tous
| les banes et dans fes tribunes publiqu
wjourd’hui nous inaugurons les ritaus do PAsemblée
ke & ce eri qui doit Wjours 1a rallier ; Vice fa Repu-
ligue ! (Les -eclm-mms el Tes lp“hu lissements recommen-
cent avee une nouvelle
18 Crrovan Caimisvx, membre du Gouvernement
procisoire, winisire de la justice. Gioyens. représentants du
peuple, au nom du_Gousernement provisoire, vos. travaus
Sout ouverts, I'Assembice nationale les commence aujour-

s una-

=

g 2
E

Jinvite le citoyen président prosi
gager les membres de |

¢ ire & vouloir bien en-
‘Assemblée Ie relirer dans leurs bu-
i des poavars.

LE CITOYEN -ninn“m .l les représentants &
se relirer dans leurs bur ‘procéder & I'exa-
e el dans eus buresus e ..»..r i l'exa:
lehm membres. Comment chacun connaltea t-il son bu-
rea
VEN PrESIDENT. La liste de
estallchée dans In salle des conféreaces .f‘.'fl"'..:ﬁ’.,‘,".‘:':
chague bureau; chacun pourra, par conséquent, connalire o
bureau auquel il appariicnt.
uu:n-r:lo-i-nnx La liste est dressée départe-
o
W i~ T A g Ia'séance sera-
-elle reprise
e nu!ll wmisipENT. La séance sera Teprise &

trois heures
(Les r-pdunnnu se relirent dans leurs bureaux au cri de
Ak

Vice la République

heures moins vi
s reprise & trois heures et d-h)
LE CITOYEN PmisxnuT. Lordre du
ml}?mn des pouvoirs. Le rapporteur du 1+
parol

m
fiences s, GraCroe Pour QU il s 1€ | nsent rovelt, eone flce dans s s 4 o
Favtvomsimmere g A | s gauche de la wibune.

11

Lt Cxrovsy mavema i Ihonneur de
i PAsscublée e résuliat des sérifenton. suquellcs e 1 by,
et vientde se liver. Son examen a porié sur cing déparie-
4.4- Ot e lus L ctoyens :
Les o penlmm onl é1é Lrouvées ‘complétes,
tous. Seulemeat, un de ces syl
% 128 produi son acte de n—whn:"“‘ ol m m’m",."
& bur%mwmumuduym : 3



Figure 4: Le Moniteur universel, March 17, 1861, page 2. The header for the debate section
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Dimanche {7 ma {361,

Agzr gpprins ceus
misés.
o o sl
s lée i
L tie dos ot
ngires sir John_HHudso
erre vt dans. T Adriatigue
_mmms it el | Bk vl

d& wrdmma Ies mn.n.:uons qu'il a don
abes. an sujet du chemin d» for de Génes,
ot Kossih élmdlurlcur, e 1.
ite de si
urrmemenlm it e pour
rté de Ia Hongrie, piys
ions nmmu. et guia 20 Eiles
de plus que TAguterrs ot Ie pys
o Gales. Gty it_pour but
contre-balaness T Frapee: mais M. Dun
combe bldme uge telle Pl come
#tant.tris-inj 3
u sentiments manifustés pas FEapereur
iles Franeais & Végard de ce pays. 1 a vu
cene do Turn dapri 1
iche se propose
Rasmirecion on Hotgrie

des B .
Sickhies r‘:;ond\l it Ia dépiche u 96,
ads ol\\n et ayant trait &

apis
é tou i fohas s
ey ot llnnllnn o m,m it wn plan
cerié davane pat
Seniane, domt Tageot e Gl
S o femande wu_secrétaire
@ o
& eu fie entre le gouver-
et Io_gonvernement
#spagnol au sujet de Iemprizonnement en
pou o
e cete ques—
on, dit Yorateur, que comme partisan
Iibert rlgiewe ot civle. Ly gons
o pas commis duire
Teur possessio
Ges Beritares s, Lora-
f pee Raaimaent o gour
ogae son attenion & cette i
. Bunt

e pris s repubique
Ason poste ; autre-
ndmit-1? 1 demande
ce a recu

Gnelque m offciel rolatif_aux mesures
r legouvernement setuel du

ment, qmmd sy

I séance contione. (S )

90 s0 prépare do tous i, & Toxgo-
e o 1818t yariout
do cele grande
mmn.uum\- Tn_ fait. prouse com
progais fts par eo
esposiion de 1831 Lete aun
i, le fena e gs Kondrs pouvi
transporter 42,000 pers
ur' avjoutdha on peut, dans
o eheain o for,

Sposi. aceupera
4rois ailes do plos que colui de 1851. Lo
r couvralt, en 1831, uge ospac
million do'pieds: il 'en couvrira
4 million 180 mille en 1562, Mais, commo
ines ot Ies instruments aratoires
posi une aile spécialement
coustruiic, Tespace occupé en 1831
machines o diposiion dex
tres objets,
i v aure 500,000 pids
L hauteur la plus
mertétait, on 1
: u e grands hauteu
360 pids: Iy aet fura
longueur sur 85 de large
00 e Kt dvere
Allewazne.
., 1 mars. — Uue ordonnanee du
miniire do 1 gacrre iglo comm i es
droits électorats. t les deoits d eligibilits
du :
1. Jeuiscent du_droit.de pariciper aus
dusiions communles ciers en
les fonetionnaires do Ladi-
it s g o
endants, médecins militnres en retraite
‘on on activité qui ont une résidence five
dans une commun,
I L rsonnes
e e i pour e
didtes provinciates, Inng n
aileors e auire con ions et
s statuts fleetora
. Sont hglblo\prurles conseils -
ispas e ofiiers e oactionnaires
. Sout digbics pour s dibes pro-
' ineislo 1o offeirs ot ployés il
qui réunisseat e condi.

ue par des char-

Les mi
auxquels leurs pro-
priétés fon
t lexecer g
s d n.u. soldats aivsi que les
‘an grade de sorgent-
nrlﬂel'n'n‘n’ et sont exclus du droit
. (Presse de Vienne )

ick a voté une adresss
st g Ia con-

J-‘uumf'm

&-;..w-m-r

I
pays
que, par suite du_ rétablisement de nos

ibetés et instintions donsitutontells
‘admettre mo

jourd hui, que
Lmd;:tl i gereepion rigulir a
non interrompue des._cootribubons.

contri daprsles oloni s
Apostolique et en ver iplome du
26 aelobr. 1960, s n-qun o le &
tablissement, de n0s droils et libertés,

i pote, drot ot revenos g Tt
doventdr payde f pevcus tat que s

o

Siues qui exstaient” syt @6 disoutes,

c'est aujourd'hui aux hureaux

Iluuuu. do TEiat quil faudea payer les
imptt.

4 lo dovsin s de out labitant
logat o bouute o s de
payer exactement ses impis.

ta ncrmdrr aux

I peuvent avor drot;

ui sont solyables

daivnt payer m; Tes ixis par I

. s wriads e powsent i ol i
‘umgm,,..d“ celui d

loitdone_insister sur lo

i me devrait

Ainsi
chers_ecompatriotes, ]arqp!e quelg’on
s e
Ia loyauté, de o pas paver vos jmpols ou
d'ml‘-ndm wpour les payer, no e cropes

<t pas yen loyal, re-
pm.,m m conkels qui no iendent qu'na
clavons  vous vous ind
loyaus, amis de
s de votre souverai

me do yrais patriotes & e Mrdre
ligal s uore pay

Tt Torhen o
loppement , ds T'afl
conservation de nos draits 1 Tbertés con-
stitutiontieles.
Agram, 7 mhes 1861,
Baron soszssrren,
o do a fronters polonaise
Le reccrit de Vempiro a cnmmns Ia
palaton do Varsoe. L déégaiion s ci-
s i et Lo
loy en dommandant
veroeur s comsuns une nowvelle
tion par des dlecions générles, 0 &
ol en méme temps o rometire au
uveraeur un mimoe ur les beoins
i vays. (uldgraphie pri
vawory 14 mars it
5 Muchenos,
tersbonrz. i nowwil i bon ot
(Hdem.)

Espngnc.
yaons, 13 mars, covais. — Fin de la
stance du 11
N Figueroa 0 A M. Rivero. Jo
condamne enﬂglqunm-ul Ie. principe des
auuexions, pree quiil erée un droit nou-
Senu et nsonna ds o code des ath
Muis, en méme temps que jo m'oppose &
incipe, j2 condacene également. celui
elion ot ant o mal pres-
st grund qus Ies_anmevions
q 08 dégutsy, eelfores ensuts A ds.
Fanité tllnae et qurune
Hlusion, ume chocs fposibls & réaier
parce que los Efals e veulent prs deve.
rovinees, et que Imvleshu prosi
voudraient dever
ne Laient jam;
ossible dunir des !\eup ui-ont véeu
Seasiblos avee dos loi e oot contmen
difients, quoiquy de méme o
it J

i
nais été, con

‘..mn.x par les rigle-
s son dis-

ments, M, Figuero
prendra i (Novedadss )

couns, qu
Séance du 12 mars ot s
débats sur s question
fgeron erin s pirorgian e ¢ o
rant_que la p uvernement
ords st en nppnlman avec les principes
les plus usticn ot du droit, et
que ln [,mu‘enmnaul
t laissé guider,
o intérts o G

. Valera prnd e ar
it dbserer que s co jourt T ques-
e s “'15 i etwiagis sous
i paiatde vus cosaervaiens, T plutht
sous . poct démoeratiqs of rogree-
siste par MM les. deputés. do he.
(Epoca)

— M. ke marquis do Guad cl-elu, direc-
teur géndral de Uiafanterie, 4 été pomms
commandant général du psie roval d
rauguez, tant que lafunille royale y séjour-
nera. L 20, fe général Ros est. psti pour
se rendre & s destinaiion, (fderm.)

—_—
Miaistere de In gaerre.
Deruir anis alai auz ssriptions

recusillies pour Uarmée 0"
Pl e 1

Les_familles iliaires et mmarins
mors & Varmée d Ocient oot i informes
par un avis
fous I dato du 15 5 fin 1850, -
plos de o 4 dulnhur.-r aar ey

il en eur favur, <t
ssion .,. e
es npmnmu il B s o s
505 pouvoirs,

o Nonaiat ot averisment, i paric
e Jounalsaant o gt e

T guetro. des tious gl oiveat
Décessairement
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Séance du samedi A6 mars 1861,
PRESIDENCE D 5. EXC. M, 45 COMTE DY MORNY.

2 g s oot dow e
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o S s foae
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S
el & o
N e
s e it
00\ vorh«l solt a n . A"Em‘d bz
B e W
31 |mcbpw:.‘lu] sur e Mo~

e Préadent. Yous svs s pai.
Gt elativerme

. anien
observation s

mee pour de.
elols qul pousraiont B foe

des
Satitur,

i Sout entir, pour le rmmercler do Iy
ion qu'il mna-nmm....,.w
in deison qul 8,16 pria 4 s

it o
F o

vt o
o ia
esten Sioud Y vt i

sy e vl it dicartion
b e e e 31 et
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is reported; (iii) a short summary section precedes the actual transcript. Therefore, we
only retain the match when regex variations of “PRESIDENCE”, “Séance du [date]” or
“Suite de la séance de [date]” , and “SOMMAIRE” are found in the subsequent five lines.
Second, because in these years the Senate pattern also appears in other section of the MU,
we explicitly exclude these cases. Third, we exclude matches preceded by the names of
foreign States or Capitals, because in these years the MU often reports summaries of the
parliamentary debates of other countries. In case these checks still leave us with multiple
potential matches, we additionally search the string “compte rendu” in the five lines following

each candidate match. If not found, we grab the first match.

End of the debate All parliamentary sessions end with the phrase “the sitting is
adjourned”, “la séance est levée” in French. Therefore, we use regex variations of this string
to capture the end of the debate. As a sanity check before exporting the text file with the
debate, we make sure that the debate contains the pattern “M.”, which stands for Messieur

and always introduces a speaker.

3.1.2.3 Extracting speeches

Our next task is to split each debate file into individual speeches.

Beginning of the speeches As a preliminary step, we cut the short initial section
summarizing the content of the parliamentary session. We use regex variations of the string
“SOMMAIRE” to detect the beginning of the summary section. In case multiple matches
are found, we grab the first one. We then look for regex variations of the phrase “la séance
est ouverte ‘a...heures” or “le proces verbal est adopté”. Again, in case multiple matches
are found we grab the first one. This is the start of the debate section. In case no match
is found, we assume that debate starts from line one. In some cases, we fail to detect the
start of the summary section. In this scenario, we start from the line that follows the string
“PRESIDENCE”, in case it appears in the initial ten lines. Otherwise, we assume that the

debate starts from line one.

Splitting pattern We then build a regex pattern to detect the end of a speech and the
beginning of a new one. During the MJ and the SE, in its simplest form, a succession of

speakers is identified by the presence of the following structure in the text :

...An.
M. Untel. J’ai 'honneur...
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The same is true for the SR, except that the abbreviation for Messieur was replaced with
“Le citoyen” during this period. We will need to build a rather complex regex pattern in
order to account for the many variations to this basic structure as well as the frequent OCR

errors. We now describe the building blocks of our splitting pattern.
e before_speaker is a new line marker, potentially followed by one or two spaces.

e before_M matches “S. Ezc.” the abbreviation for “Son excellence”, or His excellency,

that some speakers bear before their name.

e M matches the pattern M., which stands for Messieur and precedes all speaker names.
We allow both for M. and for M, to account for OCR mistakes.

e Le matches variations of definite article “Le”. This pattern is used in conjuction with

“citoyen” during the SR, and with “président”

e after_M matches zero to five “words” — more precisely, bundles of alphanumeric char-
acters separated by spaces. This rather broad pattern encompasses such cases as M.
le duc de..., and other situations where the speaker’s name is preceded by aristocratic

or military titles.

e titles matches variations of président, ministre, and rapporteur. In each case, we allow
these titles to be followed by zero to three words. In combination with after_M, this
pattern allows us to match speakers such as, e.g., M. le président and M. le ministre

de la guerre.

e lastname matches any word starting with an uppercase letter. lastname2 is a laxer

pattern that matches any sequence of nonspace characters.

e other matches additional text that occasionally appears after the last name, before the
concluding period (see the example above). This text further qualifies the speaker or his
posture and always follows a comma. For instance, we often encounter cases like: “M.
Untel, rapporteur”. With some variations across years, we may also find such instances
as, e.g., “M. Untel, de sa plage” (i.e., from his seat), or “M. Untel, continuant” (i.e.,
continuing). Clearly, we must be very specific to minimize the probability that we

match names occurring within other speeches.

e dot matches a dot. dot2 matches a dot, a colon, or a semicolon. dot3 matches a dot

or a comma.
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e after_speaker ensures that the preceding pattern is not followed by numbers, reducing
the risk of matching cases where election outcomes (and the number of votes) are

reported.

3.1.3 Biographies
3.1.4 Matching speeches and biographies

Our final task is to link parliamentarians who speak during a parliamentary session, i.e.,
“speakers”, to their respective entries in the dataset with the biographies, i.e., “MPs”.

For each parliamentary debate, we extract from the dataset of parliamentary speeches a
list of speakers who took the floor. Then, we retrieve from the biographies the parliamen-
tarians who were in office in that branch of parliament and on that date, using the start
and end dates of their terms. The matching process compares the surnames (and, where
available, the first names) of these two sets of observations.

We can outline the key steps of the procedure as follows:

1. we compute the matrix of Levenshtein distances from speakers’ lastnames to the MPs’
lastnames. Then, we associate each speaker to the MP with the lowest Levenshtein

distance. In case of ties, we keep both matches.

2. for each matched speaker-MP pair from the first step, we calculate the matrix of
Levenshtein distances for the other components of the name, i.e., first names. if only
the speaker’s last name is available, this step has no effect. Otherwise, we match each
speaker’s first name to the closest corresponding first name in the MP’s list. After
matching, we remove that first name from the MP’s list to prevent double-counting.
A first name is considered successfully matched if the Levenshtein distance is less than
two. Finally, we retain the pair with largest number of successful first names matches.

In case of ties, we randomly select one of the two matches.

3.2 1871-1942

3.2.1 Historical and institutional background

The Third French Republic lasted from the conclusion of the Franco-Prussian War in 1871,
which ended with France’s defeat and the capture of Napoleon III, to the German invasion
of 1940. The constitutional form was a parliamentary republic. From February 19, 1871,
to December 31, 1875, the legislature was composed of a single chamber, the Assemblée

Nationale, which was elected by universal male suffrage. The Assembly’s responsibilities
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included signing a peace treaty with Prussia and drafting the forthcoming constitution. The
constitutional laws, which took effect from January 1876, established a bicameral parliament:
the Chambre des Deputées, elected by universal male suffrage, and the Sénat, elected by a

departmental college consisting of deputies and other local representatives.

3.2.2 Data sources

Speeches During the French Third Republic, the Journal Officiel de la République
Frangaise! (JORF) was responsible for publishing the stenographic reports of the parlia-
mentary debates.

All the issues of the JORF from 1870 to 1942 can be freely downloaded from the Gallica
website, the digital portal of the National Library of France (https://gallica.bnf.fr).
The documents are available both in PDF and in text format (see Figure 5).

In the years from 1870 to 1880, it is necessary to download the entire JORF issue, while
after 1880, the website provides a series of documents that exclusively contain the section
of parliamentary debates. We downloaded all the documents in text format using the R
software with packages rvest and RSelenium.

In some instances, multiple documents are associated with the same date. Between 1870
and 1880, this actually happens for most dates, and typically, these are multiple identical
versions, of variable quality, with only one having an available text file. In the years following
1880, this happens rarely, but when it does, these are documents containing different material

and need to be manually verified.

Biographies The websites of both the Assemblée Nationale and the Sénat provide, on
dedicated portals, information on the personal and political biographies of the parlamen-
tarians of the Third Republic. See websites www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/sycomore/
recherche for the Assemblée Nationale and www.senat.fr/senateurs-3eme-republique/

senatl.html for the senators of the Third Republique.

I'Napoleon III created the Journal Officiel de la République Francaise in 1868. A decree of November 5,
1870 granted this journal the monopoly to publish laws and regulations (Source: Wikipedia).
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Figure 5: Journal officielde la République Francaise, February 17, 1871, page 1. The header
for the debate section of the Assemblée nationale is visible on the page

o~

Source gallica.bnffr 7 Bibliothéque nationale de France

S

17



3.2.3 Speeches
3.2.3.1 Speeches: 1870-1880
3.2.3.1.1 Extracting debates

In this period, our starting point is the raw text files of the JORF. As the JORF contained
a variety of materials beyond those related to parliamentary activities?, our primary task is
to extract the section of the JORF containing the parliamentary debates.

During the constitutional phase between 1870 and 1875, there was only one branch
of Parliament, the Assemblée Nationale. Following the approval of the Third Republic’s
constitution in 1876, both the Chambre des Deputés and the Sénat were established. For
each of these three branches, we devise a procedure to locate and extract the debate. We

can outline the key steps of the procedure as follows:

e come up with text patterns that unequivocally identify the beginning and the end of
the debate

e devise variations of these patterns in the regex language to account for spelling mistakes

in the raw text

e develop a series of checks to ensure that the matched text patterns do correspond to

the desired outcome

Beginning of the debate From 1870 to 1875, the debat section appears under the
header “ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE”, while from 1876 to 1880 there are two sections that
appear, respectively, under the headers “CHAMBRE DES DEPUTES” and “SENAT”. Thus,
we build year-specific regex patterns to locate these strings in the text. Because these headers
also appear in the short summary section at the very beginning of the JORF, we make sure
we cut off this section before we search the regex patterns.

Our search may return multiple matches, or a unique yet incorrect match. To make sure
that we only retain the correct match, we implement two main additional checks. First, we
check if a match is followed by additional patterns that strongly signal the presence of a
parliamentary debate. Second, we exclude matches preceded by the names of foreign States

or Capitals, because the JORF often reports summaries of the parliamentary debates of

2The first part, the official section, announced to the public new laws and regulations. The second part, in
which the parliamentary debates are found, also featured sections dedicated to foreign policy news (Nouwvelles
et correspondances étrangéres), cultural and social news (Informations et Faits), as well as materials related
to the activities of other bodies such as the Academie des Sciences and the Banqgue de France.

18



other countries. In case these checks still leave us with multiple potential matches, we grab
the first one.

End of the debate To capture the end of the debate section, we use three sets of
patterns. First, all parliamentary sessions end with the phrase “the sitting is adjourned”,
“la séance est levée” in French. Second, all parliamentary records are signed by the head
of the stenographic service, “le chef du service sténographique” in French. Thus, we include
variations of this phrase, as well as the year-specific names of the directors. Third, we
include patterns to capture the headers of the sections that typically follow the parliamentary
debates, in specific years, in the Journal officiel. As a sanity check before exporting the text
file with the debate, we make sure that the debate contains the pattern “M.”, which stands

for Messieur and always introduces a speaker.

3.2.3.1.2 Extracting speeches

Our next task is to split each debate file into individual speeches.

Beginning of the speeches As a preliminary step, we cut the short initial section
summarizing the content of the parliamentary session. We assume the summary starts at
line one since we used the beginning of the summary to extract the debate file. Following
the summary, an uppercase header announces the name of president (or, at times, the vice-
president) who is going to chair the session. Then, the opening phrase “la séance est ouverte
a...heures” follows, meaning that the session started at a certain time. Thus, in order to
match the end of the summary and the beginning of the debate, we use regex variations of
PRESIDENCE and the opening phrase. Additionally, for certain years, it is useful to include

the actual names of the President and the Vice-President.

Splitting pattern We then build a regex pattern to detect the end of a speech and the
beginning of a new one. In its simplest form, a succession of speakers is identified by the

presence of the following structure in the text :

..An.
M. Untel. J’ai 'honneur...

However, we will need to build a rather complex regex pattern in order to account for the
many variations to this basic structure as well as the frequent OCR errors. For instance,
since the OCR struggles to correctly interpret line breaks, we do not use this marker. We

now describe all the building blocks of our workhorse pattern.
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before_speaker matches all combinations of characters that may precede a speaker.
These characters are the period (as in the example above), question mark and excla-
mation marks. We also account for some frequent OCR mistakes (e.g., 1 for 1), as well
as uppercase letters (excluding M), given that uppercase headers often introduce new
sections of the debate. Note that before_speaker does not include the comma (although
the OCR may occasionally interpret periods as commas); the reason is that the name
of a speaker preceded by a comma is a string that may easily occur within the speech

delivered by a parliamentarian.

M matches the pattern M., which stands for Messieur and precedes all speaker names.
We allow both for M. and for M, to account for OCR mistakes.

after_M matches zero to five “words” — more precisely, bundles of alphanumeric char-
acters separated by spaces. This rather broad pattern encompasses such cases as M.
le duc de..., and other situations where the speaker’s name is preceded by aristocratic

or military titles.

titles matches variations of président, ministre, and rapporteur. In each case, we allow
these titles to be followed by zero to three words. In combination with after_M, this
pattern allows us to match speakers such as, e.g., M. le président and M. le ministre

de la guerre.

lastname matches any word starting with an uppercase letter. We employ it as an
alternative to the titles. Indeed, when a speaker is referred to by his title, the last name
is not reported. In all other cases, while allowing for some flexibility with after M, at
least one word resembling a surname (i.e., starting with an uppercase letter) must

appear not too far from M.

other matches additional text that occasionally appears after the last name, before the
concluding period (see the example above). This text further qualifies the speaker or his
posture and always follows a comma. For instance, we often encounter cases like: “M.
Untel, rapporteur”. With some variations across years, we may also find such instances
as, e.g., “M. Untel, de sa plage” (i.e., from his seat), or “M. Untel, continuant” (i.e.,
continuing). Clearly, we must be very specific to minimize the probability that we

match names occurring within other speeches.

after_speaker ensures that the preceding pattern is not followed by numbers, reducing
the risk of matching cases where election outcomes (and the number of votes) are

reported.
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3.2.3.2 Speeches: 1881-1942
3.2.3.2.1 Extracting speeches

In this period, Gallica provides the parliamentary records for each branch of Parliament as
individual documents (see Figure 6 for the Chambre des Députés). As a result, we are spared
the trouble of extracting the debates from the JORF.

Beginning of the session During this period, especially from 1900 onward, the Par-
liament occasionally convened multiple times in a day (rarely more than twice). In such
instances, a document will present the records of all the sessions, with each session intro-
duced by a short summary. As a first step, we break the text into individual sessions using
regex variations around the word “SOMMAIRE”. After excluding the initial 25 lines of in-
troductory Gallica notes, which appear in the downloaded text file, we search for multiple

sessions from the 125th line onward.

Beginning of the summary To cut the initial summary session, we use variations
around string SOMMAIRE. In cases where this pattern is not detected (due, for instance,
to OCR errors in the text), we assume the summary starts at line 4—this being the average

starting line across the sessions where the pattern is found.

Beginning of the speeches Following the summary, an uppercase header announces
the president (or, at times, the vice-president) who is going to chair the session. Then, the
opening phrase “la séance est ouverte a...heures” follows, meaning that the session started
at a certain time. Thus, in order to match the end of the summary and the beginning of the
debate, we use regex variations of PRESIDENCE and the opening phrase. Additionally, for

certain years, it is useful to include the actual names of the President and the Vice-President.

End of the speeches We still need to detect the end of the debate in order to sepa-
rate the block of parliamentary speeches from the additional parliamentary material often
included in the document. This material includes technical reports and, more prominently,
the outcomes of roll call votes occurred during the session. To capture the end of the debat
section, we use two sets of patterns. First, all parliamentary sessions end with the phrase “the
sitting is adjourned”, “la séance est levée” in French. Second, all parliamentary records are
signed by the head of the stenographic service, “le chef du service sténographique” in French.
Thus, we include variations of this phrase, as well as the branch- and year-specific names of

the directors. Third, after 1909, the written questions of the MPs systematically follow the
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Figure 6: Journal officiel de la République Francaise, January 11, 1881, page 1. Parliamen-
tary documents and debates for the Chambre des Députés.

Source gallica.bn.fr / Bibliothéque et Archives de I'Assemblée nationale
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debate, thus we can include variations of the section’s header (QUESTIONS ECRITES ).
Finally, we include in the code a large number of exceptions to handle specific documents

where we could not automatically detect the ending pattern.

Splitting pattern We then build a regex pattern to detect the end of a speech and the
beginning of a new one. This pattern is identical to the one used for the period 1870-1880,

and we refer the reader to Section 3.2.3.1.2 for details.

Exception for Senat in years 1922 to 1932 The Senate records from March 17th,
1922 to December 30th, 1932 have a different structure and we handle them in a different
script. Specifically, the sommaire now follows, rather than precedes, the debate. Therefore,
we look for the beginning of the debate right after the introductory Gallica notes. All the

regex patterns are the same as for the general case.

3.2.4 Biographies

Chambre des deputées The website of the Assemblée Nationale features a dedicated
page for each member of the Chamber of Deputies. In addition to the name and surname,
these pages provide their birth and death details, including dates and locations. Further,
the pages list each term served in either the National Assembly or the Chamber of Deputies,
specifying the start and end dates, the department of election, and the political affiliation of
the deputy. Finally, these pages feature one or two biographical snippets sourced from two
different references: “Dictionnaire des parlementaires frangais de 1789 a 1889” by Adolphe
Robert and Gaston Cougny, and “Dictionnaire des parlementaires francgais de 1889 a 1940”
by Jean Jolly.

The name of the parliamentarian is presented in the following format: the first names are
separated by commas; after the last first name, the surname follows without a comma, e.g.,
“Georges, Eugene, Benjamin Clemenceau”. Thus, we construct a regex pattern to separate
the first names and the surname. The pattern matches the first occurrence of the string
“space plus an upper case letter” which does not follow a comma, along with all subsequent

characters.

Sénat The website of the Sénat features a dedicated page for each senator. In addition
to the name and surname, these pages provide their birth and death details, including dates
and locations, their profession, and their department of election. Further, the pages list the

dates of election, and the final date at which the senator was in office. Finally, these pages
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feature one or two biographical snippets sourced from the same references as for the Chambre
des deputées.

The name of the parliamentarian is reported in the following format: the surname in
uppercase letters followed by the first names, e.g., “CLEMENCEAU Georges”. Thus, we
construct a regex pattern to separate the first name and the surname. The pattern matches
all characters preceding a sequence of uppercase letters followed by a string indicating the
first name, i.e., an uppercase letter followed by a sequence of lower case letter.

Also, we use the information on election dates to deduce the start and end dates of each
term served by the senator. To assign a political affiliation to each senator, we build a regex
pattern for each political group existed during the TR, and we search these patterns into

the biographies.

3.2.5 Matching speeches and biographies

Our final task is to link parliamentarians who speak during a parliamentary session, i.e.,
“speakers”, to their respective entries in the dataset with the biographies, i.e., “MPs”.

For each parliamentary debate, we extract from the dataset of parliamentary speeches a
list of speakers who took the floor. Then, we retrieve from the biographies the parliamen-
tarians who were in office in that branch of parliament and on that date, using the start
and end dates of their terms. The matching process compares the surnames (and, where
available, the first names) of these two sets of observations.

We can outline the key steps of the procedure as follows:

1. we compute the matrix of Levenshtein distances from speakers’ lastnames to the MPs’
lastnames. Then, we associate each speaker to the MP with the lowest Levenshtein

distance. In case of ties, we keep both matches.

2. for each matched speaker-MP pair from the first step, we calculate the matrix of
Levenshtein distances for the other components of the name, i.e., first names. if only
the speaker’s last name is available, this step has no effect. Otherwise, we match each
speaker’s first name to the closest corresponding first name in the MP’s list. After
matching, we remove that first name from the MP’s list to prevent double-counting.
A first name is considered successfully matched if the Levenshtein distance is less than
two. Finally, we retain the pair with largest number of successful first names matches.

In case of ties, we randomly select one of the two matches.
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4 Empirical Patterns

In this section, we present some empirical patterns from our textual analysis of parliamen-
tary speeches, aimed at assessing the impact of phylloxera on integration policies directed
towards the indigenous populations of Algeria. Our methodology employs two distinct yet
complementary approaches to text analysis: dictionary-based methods and topic analysis.
For an overview of text analysis techniques, see Gentzkow et al. (2019).

The dictionary-based approach searches the text for specific keywords that may indicate
the subject matter or attitudes expressed in the text. While straightforward to apply and
interpret, this approach has two main limitations: it is dependent on the researcher’s choice
of keywords, and by neglecting the context in which these keywords appear, it may lead to
classification errors.

Topic analysis makes us of an unsupervised machine learning algorithms to uncover la-
tent topics within the text. Specifically, we employ the Latent Dirichlet Allocation (LDA)
algorithm, as developed by Blei et al. (2003). This method is based on a generative prob-
abilistic model where each topic is represented as a distribution over all words in the text
corpus, and each document (speech) is represented as a distribution over these topics. The
number of topics and the parameters of the underlying distributions are determined by the
researcher. All word-topic and document-topic probability weights are estimated through
maximum likelihood.

In the following, we restrict our analysis to the subset of parliamentary speeches including
the keyword “Algeria”. This restriction allows us to capture more nuances in the debates

pertaining to Algeria.

4.1 Keywords

As a first step, we search for occurrences of the keyword “phylloxera” within the parlia-
mentary speeches. Figure 1 illustrates the share of parliamentary speeches, within five-year
intervals, that include this keyword relative to the total number of parliamentary speeches in
the same period. The solid line in the figure denotes parliamentarians elected in departments
affected by phylloxera, whereas the dashed line corresponds to parliamentarians elected in
other departments. Consistent with the historical evidence, we detect the initial occurrences
of the keyword “phylloxera” in the early seventies, when the phylloxera insect was recognized
as the cause of the disease devastating French vineyards. The share of speeches including
this keyword reaches its peak between 1885 and 1890, at the height of the phylloxera crisis.

While parlamentarians from both affected and unaffected departments mention this keyword,
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its usage is more prevalent among parliamentarians from phylloxera-affected departments.
In particular, the share of speeches that included the keyword “phylloxera” reaches 4.5 per-
cent among this group of parliamentarians, whereas it remains below 2 percent among their
counterparts from other departments. After reaching its peak, the usage of the keyword
“phylloxera” gradually declined among all parliamentarians. However, references to phyl-
loxera continued among parliamentarians from the affected departments until the end of the

study period, only dropping to zero between 1940 and 1945.

Figure 7: Share of speeches with keyword “phylloxera”
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To investigate the connection between the diffusion of the phylloxera and its impact on
wine production in the parliamentary speeches, we next search wine-related keywords. These
include vin (wine), vigne (vineyard), and viticole (viticultural, or wine-growing). Similar to
Figure 7, Figure 8 illustrates the share of speeches including these keywords over five-year
intervals. In the decades leading up to the phylloxera crisis, approximately 2% of parliamen-
tary speeches mentions wine, showing neither significant temporal variations nor notable
differences between departments impacted by phylloxera and those unaffected. However,
beginning in 1885-1890, there is a marked and steady increase in references to wine and
viticulture in the speeches of parliamentarians from departments affected by phylloxera, in
contrast to a stable pattern observed in other departments. Notably, although phylloxera
appears as a temporary shock in the parliamentary discourse (see Figure 7), its influence
on discussions related to wine is persistent and increasingly significant over time. Among

parliamentarians from affected departments, the share of speeches containing wine-related
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keywords peaked at 40% during the years 1935-1940. This probably reflects the persistent
effects of the relocation of wine production to Algeria on competition and on the economic

conditions of French wine-growers.

Figure 8: Share of speeches with keyword “wine”
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Finally, we explore the relationship between the impact of phylloxera and the support
for educational policies aimed at the indigenous populations of Algeria. In Figure 9, we
present the share of speeches that include both the keywords école (school) and indigene
(indigenous) across five-year intervals. Beginning in the 1890-1895 period, the use of these
keywords is significantly more prevalent in departments affected by phylloxera compared
to other departments, with a peak of approximately 12% of speeches during the 1895-1900
interval. This wedge persists up to the 1910-1915 period and then disappears. Interestingly,
the divergence in support for educational policies targeting the indigenous population be-
tween affected and unaffected departments becomes apparent approximately ten years after
a similar divergence in the usage of keywords associated with phylloxera and wine. This
pattern is not surprising. The process of relocating families engaged in wine production to
Algeria, acquiring and cultivating land, organizing production in a new environment, pin-
pointing new challenges and potential solutions are all steps that require time. Hence, we
may expect that the discussion of policies aimed at training the local Algerian workforce

display a lag relative to the initial discovery of phylloxera.
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Figure 9: Share of speeches with keywords “school” and “indigeneous people”
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4.2 Topic Analysis

We now present the findings of our topic analysis. The results reported below derive from
an analysis involving 40 topics, although our findings remain robust when employing both
fewer and greater numbers of topics. We chose this specific number because our own exper-
imentation indicated that it offers an optimal balance between computational demands and
the granularity of topic disaggregation. The parameters for the Dirichlet prior distributions
have been set according to standard values recommended in Griffiths and Steyvers (2004).

Our results are consistent with the insights obtained through the dictionary-based meth-
ods. Specifically, we identified two topics that are easily interpretable as counterparts to the
keywords for wine production and indigeneous schools used in section 4.1.

The topic “wine production” (identified as topic number 17 in the topic analysis) is
depicted in Figure 10, and it follows exactly the same trend as Figure 8 concerning the share
of speeches that include the keyword “wine”.

Similarly, the topic “indigenous schools” (topic 8 in the topic analysis) is shown in Figure
11 and mirrors the trend in Figure 9 for the share of speeches that include the keywords

“ecole” and “indigenous”.
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Figure 10: Topic “Wine production”
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Figure 11: Topic “Indigeneous schools”
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5 Conclusions

The occurrence of negative shocks may have an impact on the attitudes and policies towards

minorities and on their assimilation. While a literature in economics and political sciences
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has shown the negative impact of these shocks on minorities assimilation, there is scant
empirical evidence on whether (and under which conditions) shocks may instead trigger
assimilation policies favoring integration. This paper studies the impact of the phylloxera
crisis in 19th-century France on policies of educational expansion towards the Algerians.
In particular, assembling a novel dataset on French MPs and their parliamentary speeches,
we find that MPs coming from areas hit harder by the phylloxera, were more likely to
express interest and support towards policies aimed at educating the native population. This
becomes visible approximately ten years after the phylloxera crisis, consistent with the view
that relocating families engaged in wine production to Algeria and organizing production in
a new environment are processes that require time.

Thus, these empirical patterns, together with the historical records, suggest that a shock
may foster assimilation policies towards minorities when the latter become complementary to
the well-functioning of the economy. In the Algerian case, policies of educational expansion

were put into place to favor natives’ accumulation of human capital.
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